
 
GHS UPDATE – September 5, 2021 
 
 
 
STUDENT PICTURES  
 
Student Picture Day will be on Thursday, September 9, 2021. 
 
 
GHS OPEN HOUSE – SEPTEMBER 21, 2021 – 6:30 – 8:00 P.M. 
 
Please mark your calendars for September 21. Details will soon follow regarding the in-person schedule or 
virtual schedule. 
 
 
A MESSAGE FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES & FANS 
 
Please be sure to check the website at https://graftonhs.rschoolteams.com/ for daily updates. 
 
 
A MESSAGE FOR PARENTS OF JUNIORS AND SENIORS  
 
Federal law requires schools to release the names, addresses, and numbers of Junior and Senior high school 
students to military recruiters. Parents have the right to “opt-out” from having their child's information sent 
to military recruiters. To do this please go to this link: https://www.graftonps.org/Page/4649. 
The deadline to opt out is October 1st.  
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE GHS PARENT CONNECTION GROUP – UPDATED LINK 
  
As we approach the start of the school year, we are hopeful that we are able to get back to some sense of 
normalcy and are able to provide our children with some memorable school events and opportunities to come 
together as a school and class.  We are re-launching the GHS Parent Connection Group which provides 
information as it relates to upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, and communication on how help support 
our school community.  Attached is a flier outlining what the GHS Parent Connection is and how to get 
involved!  Please follow our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/ghsparentconnection/)  to be 
kept up to date with upcoming news and events. 
  
If you are interested in volunteering, joining any committees or helping out in any way, please feel free to sign 
up on this google doc and we will be reaching out to you soon!  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YKGn88Ub9WQ0DZioXbckIuIDeoP4W1nAdBTt2JYJLWc/edit?usp
=sharing 
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ATTENTION ALL DRIVERS ENTERING THE HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL PARKING 
LOTS 
 
As both town-wide and parking lot traffic becomes significant as of Tuesday, August 31, please keep in mind 
the safety of our students, staff, and visitors who are coming to the school buildings. It is extremely important 
that you provide yourself with enough time in the morning to adjust to this traffic.  
 
We ask that all drivers stay at a slow speed once you turn into the driveway of the campus and be attentive to 
pedestrians. 
 
REMINDERS FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE – MRS. DUNHAM – UPDATED WITH GPS POSITION 
ON MASKS 
 
Mask Requirements 09/02/2021 
 
Students and staff are required to wear masks indoors in schools, except as noted below. 
 
When you wear a face covering or cloth mask, it should:  
 • Cover your nose and mouth,  

• Fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face,  
• Be secured with ties or ear loops,  
• Include multiple layers of fabric,  
• Allow for breathing without restriction,  
• Be able to be laundered and machine dried without damage or change to shape, and 
• Bandanas, neck gaiters and masks with an exhalation valve are not allowed. 

 
Exceptions to wearing a face mask: 
Students and staff who cannot wear a mask for medical reasons, and students who cannot wear a mask for 
behavioral reasons, are exempted from the requirement. Face shields may be an option for students with 
medical or behavioral needs who are unable to wear masks or face coverings. Transparent masks may be the 
best option for both teachers and students in classes for deaf and hard of hearing students. 
 
The mask requirement applies when students and staff are indoors at school, except when eating, drinking, or 
during mask breaks. Masks are not required when outdoors. 
 
All visitors are also expected to wear a mask in school buildings. 
 
MA DESE COVID-19 Information and Resources 
 
HOW GHS IS HANDLING MASK BREAKS 
 
GHS students and staff have mask breaks when they need to take them. They are occurring multiple times over 
the course of the day for everyone in the building on an individual basis. No student is or will be denied a mask 
break if he or she needs one.  
 
What we are not doing this school year is scheduling specific time for full classes or grade levels to leave the 
building for 15-20 minutes.  
 
Switching gears… 
 
Parents should review and update the section in PowerSchool that provides emergency contact information, 
medical/insurance information, and the permission for the nurse to administer over the counter medication. Any 



parent of a child who has food allergies should have their child's physician complete a copy of the allergy action 
plan sent previously. If you need a copy of the form or have any questions, please reach out to the nurse's office 
directly. If your child has received a recent physical exam, a copy should be either emailed or faxed to the 
nurse's office at your earliest convenience.  
 
As requested by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health and the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, we are sending out a written notification regarding hand sanitizer. If you 
want to opt your child out of hand sanitizer use, please fill in the attached “Opt Out Notice” and return it by 
email to the school nurse. 
 
Please contact Mrs. Dunham at (508) 839- 8544 or dunhama@grafton.k12.ma.us if you have any questions. 
 
 
GHS ALUMNA IN THE NEWS 
 
Check out the feature story on 2021 GHS Graduate, Julia Sulmasy, in The Grafton News. 
 
https://www.thegraftonnews.com/story/sports/2021/09/01/grafton-high-standout-sulmasy-off-learn-
woodworking-skills-vt/5634160001/ 
 
 
GHS “ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS” 
 
As part of our quarterly communication to the school and greater Grafton community, we want to recognize 
GHS alumni who are making a difference in their community and/or workplace. There are so many 
inspirational stories about our graduates that need to be shared with our current and future students, staff, and 
citizens. 
 
If a GHS Graduate comes to mind who should be recognized in our “Alumni Spotlights,” please contact Kevin 
Carney at carneyk@grafton.k12.ma.us and provide a profile of your recommended alumnus.  
 
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT NEEDS 

If students experience technical difficulty with their iPads, Schoology, insurance, etc., please remember to email 
Tech Support at techsupport@grafton.k12.ma.us. 

 
 
PRINCIPAL CARNEY’S OPENING MESSAGE TO THE GHS COMMUNITY – AUGUST 29 
 
August 29, 2021 
 
Dear GHS Community and Friends: 
  
It is quite an understatement to say that we are thrilled to be back with you on Tuesday, August 31. There has 
always been something about the energy of a high school environment that brings people together – young and 
old – and I promise that our administration, faculty, and staff are fueled to be Grafton’s community gathering 
center once again. 
  
In addition to being hard working students in the classroom, our kids are outstanding and proud athletes, artists, 
actors, musicians, and activists. Please stay connected to everything we have to offer as participants and 
spectators. 



  
The phrase (or lyric): “You don’t know what you’ve got until it's gone” has been playing in my head on-and-off 
for about a year now. I am temporarily (and reluctantly) giving credit to the 1980s hair band, Cinderella, 
because our teenagers will not let this down with me until I find the earlier source. Regardless of where it stems, 
however, the quote has emotional meaning for those of us who recognize what we take for granted when life’s 
privileges are taken. 
  
Post 2020 provides us with the opportunity to put priorities and values in perspective; but equally as important, 
it provides us with the “reset” capability to make up for lost time. We want to be together early and often. 
  
Every student, parent, and resident can help us with our collective desire to gather. There is one small request to 
ensure that we stay fully functional as a high school and that is to wear a mask inside our buildings until we 
receive notice that the directive is removed. I hope that we can put political stances aside and comply with this 
minimal expectation so that we can keep students actively involved together. 
  
From one year to the next, our effort is to provide our students with the same level of experiences that we were 
able to provide their peers who came before them – if not more. Let’s work together to keep the momentum 
moving forward. 
  
As we prepare for Tuesday, students are reminded that first bell is at 7:20 a.m. They will be tardy to first period 
if they arrive to school at 7:25 a.m. or later. Habits of success start with punctuality and reliability, so thank you 
to all the parents for helping us to instill this value without teenagers. 
  
Please see the following pages for important school updates for the week of August 29. For Fall athletes, please 
be sure to check the website at https://graftonhs.rschoolteams.com/ for daily updates. 
  
I look forward to an enjoyable and successful school year with you. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Kevin Carney 
Principal 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 


