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May 12, 2017 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Chaperones for the Grade 8 Washington, DC Trip,  
It’s hard to believe that the trip is just a few weeks away! A total of 151 eighth graders have 
selected to enjoy this trip! In order to assist with your planning, final details regarding the trip are 
below. 
 

Trip Dates: Wednesday, May 31st - Saturday, June 3rd 
 

Departure Time: 6:00am at GMS on Wed, May 31st. Students and chaperones, please plan 
to arrive to GMS at 5:30am for attendance, luggage pickup, bus seating, etc. Buses will depart 
promptly at 6:00am. We will not be able to wait for students who may arrive late.  
 

Return Time: 9:30pm-10:00pm (estimated) at GMS on Sat, June 3rd. Students with phones 
will be asked to text families when we are 15-20 minutes from the school.  

 
 

Mandatory Student and Chaperone Meeting  
Wednesday, May 24th 1:00pm - 1:45pm  

We will review all final details.  
Parents are welcome to attend this meeting, but your attendance is not necessary. We will 

review all final details regarding the trip, including the information in this letter, with the 
chaperones and students, and the students will meet their chaperones..  

 
 

Buses: Plymouth Brockton Bus Lines. Students have been assigned to 1 of the 4 buses for the 
entire trip. 
 

Chaperone Contacts: During the trip, the primary chaperone contacts are as follows: 
Roseanne Kurposka 508-954-2874, Tasha Gamble, Darren Seely, Adam Tarczuk 
 



Communication/Technology: Students will be allowed to use their phones to communicate 
with parents/guardians during the trip. We will expect students to comply with all technology rule 
set within each venue we visit.  
 

Nurse: A chaperone on our trip will be accessible at all times should a medical need arise. The 
chaperone will be carrying basic medical emergency supplies and medications. Students will not 
be allowed to attend the trip without the medical release form completed and in the GMS 
Nurse’s Office. If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Jackie Davis at 508-839-5420.  
 

Hotel: Holiday Inn Express, 6401 Brandon Ave, Springfield, VA 22150, (703) 644-5555. 
Students will not be allowed to add incidental charges to their hotel room during our stay. The 
school will not be held liable for incidental charges that may be charged to the hotel rooms by 
students. Parents/guardians will be responsible for paying any incidental charges charged to the 
hotel room.  
 

Hotel Room and Keys: Students will be given their hotel room keys upon arrival at the hotel 
on Wednesday evening. Female students will room on one floor, while male students will room 
on another floor. Chaperone hotel rooms will be located on the same floors as the students. 
Female chaperone rooms will be located on the female students floor, and male chaperones will 
be located on the same floor as male students. 
 

Lunches: As a result of our fundraising efforts, each student on our trip will be given $20 
toward lunches. We recommend $10 per day per lunch; therefore, we recommend that your 
child brings an extra $20 to cover lunches on the other two days. Breakfast on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, and dinners on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday are provided. We are grateful 
to have also received funds for snacks and waters on the buses.  
 

Packing List (recommended): 4 shorts/pants, 3 shirts, sleepwear, undergarments, 
toiletries, spending money, sunglasses, hat/baseball cap, sunscreen, comfortable walking 
shoes, journal, refillable water bottle (may be filled at hotel each morning and evening), phone 
charger 
 

Souvenirs: Students will have the opportunity to purchase souvenirs. Students may bring 
additional money in order to purchase small souvenirs, but this is a personal decision, and 
students will be responsible for their own money.  
 

T-Shirt: One T-shirt will be provided to each student attending the trip. The T-shirt is also a 
thank you to all sponsors who funded our trip efforts. Sponsor names are listed on the back of 
the T-shirt. Students are asked to wear this shirt on the same day, Thursday, June 1st. The 
entire group, including chaperones, will wear this shirt on Thursday.  
 

Tips for Guides: Tips for guides has been included in the trip and will be handled by the 
Colpitts World Travel representative who is attending the trip with us. Therefore, it is not 
necessary to include additional tip money in your child’s spending money.  



 

 
 
Luggage:  
Luggage must be dropped off on Tuesday, May 30th between 4:00pm - 6:00pm for a 
“luggage check” in advance of loading luggage on to the buses the next morning. A 
parent/guardian must be present with the luggage at the luggage drop-off time in order to 
inspect the luggage with a GMS staff member. We recommend one luggage bag and one 
backpack or string bag. Backpacks/string bags will not be allowed in some of the venues we will 
be touring; however, we will be able to leave our bags on the bus during the tours. A bright 
orange tag will be applied to the one piece of luggage per student when the bag is dropped off 
at GMS on Tues, May 30th.  
 

Each student will also receive a brightly-colored lanyard, which we will attach to the luggage 
until the student comes to receive the luggage in the morning before boarding the bus. At this 
time, all students are expected to wear their lanyard during each day of the trip in order to be 
easily identifiable as one of our group members.  
 

Please let us know if you have additional questions regarding the upcoming Grade 8 
Washington, DC Trip. Please feel free to contact me at any time during the trip on my cell phone 
number provided above. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Roseanne B. Kurposka 
Principal  
 
 
 
 


